
 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY COUNCIL 
COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

February 10, 2026 
6:30 PM 

 
VIRTUAL ZOOM WEBINAR MEETING** & 

LOUIS L. REDDING CITY/COUNTY BUILDING 
1ST FLOOR COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

800 N. FRENCH STREET, WILMINGTON, DE 19801 
 

REVISED AGENDA 
 

 

 
A. Call to Order 
  • Moment of Silence 
  • Pledge of Allegiance 
  • Roll Call 
    
B. Approval of Minutes 
    
C. Announcements 
    
D. Introduction of Ordinances 
            °26-016: AMEND THE GRANTS BUDGET:  APPROPRIATE $14,424.55 IN PROGRAM 
INCOME AND $396.35 IN INTEREST INCOME TO THE ABSALOM JONES SENIOR CENTER 
RECREATION GRANT TO BE ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY 
SERVICES, DIVISION OF COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Hollins, Mr. Street   
    
E. Consent Calendar 
  
NOTE:  If an item on the Consent Calendar is objected to by a Council member, or a member of the 
public wishes to obtain additional information about the candidate or proposed legislation, or if a 
Councilmember intends to offer an amendment to a resolution, seek additional information, or state a 
conflict, it shall be removed from the Consent Calendar and voted upon separately. 
    
F. Consideration of Resolutions Removed from the Consent Calendar and Other 

Resolutions 
            R26-023: PLAN OF VILLAGE AT CANTERBURY – TAYLORTOWNE SECTION C; NEW 
CASTLE HUNDRED; NORTHWESTERLY CORNER OF SMALLEYS DAM ROAD AND 
NEWTOWN ROAD INTERSECTION; PROPOSED TWO (2) FOUR-STORY APARTMENT 
BUILDINGS CONTAINING FIFTY SIX (56) DWELLING UNITS, FIVE (5) DETACHED GARAGES 
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AGENDA FEBRUARY 10, 2026 PAGE 2 
 

 

CONTAINING SEVEN (7) SPACES PER BUILDING FOR THIRTY FIVE (35) TOTAL GARAGE 
SPACES, TWO (2) 2,500 SQUARE FOOT ONE-STORY STORAGE UNITS, AND A 750 SQUARE 
FOOT BUILDING ADDITION TO EXISTING COMMUNITY CENTER; NCPUD 
ZONING; APPLICATION NO. 2023-0062-S; COUNCIL DISTRICT 7 
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Smiley   
            R26-024: URGING THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO REJECT DELMARVA 
POWER’S CURRENT RATE INCREASE REQUEST AND TO REQUIRE RESUBMISSION UNDER 
THE CURRENT STANDARD 
Prime Sponsor(s): Ms. Durham, Mr. Tackett 
Co-sponsor(s): Mr. Carter, Mr. Toole, Mr. Caneco   
            R26-026: TO AMEND NEW CASTLE COUNTY COUNCIL PROCEDURAL RULE NO. 4 
REGARDING PROCEDURE FOR COMMENCEMENT OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Smiley   
    
G. Time Sensitive Congratulatory/Honorary Resolutions 
            R26-025: A RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF MARCELLIA “TEEL” 
J. PETTY 
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Caneco, Mr. Hollins 
Co-sponsor: Mr. Smiley   
            R26-027: HONORING THE LIFE OF DETECTIVE CHRISTOPHER SKROBOT 
Prime Sponsor(s): Ms. Williams-Johns, Mr. Toole, Mr. Caneco 
Co-sponsor(s): Mr. Cartier, Mr. Carter, Ms. Durham, Ms. George, Mr. Hollins, Ms. Kilpatrick, Mr. 
Sheldon, Mr. Smiley, Mr. Street, Mr. Tackett   
            R26-028: HONORING SANDRA SMITHERS IN RECOGNITION OF BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 
Prime Sponsor(s): Ms. Williams-Johns   
            R26-029: HONORING THE HISTORY, LEGACY, AND CONTINUING MISSION OF THE 
MONDAY CLUB 
Prime Sponsor(s): Ms. Williams-Johns   
    
H. Presentations 
    
I. Consideration of Ordinances 
    
J. Introduction/Consideration of Emergency Ordinances 
    
K. Public Comment/Other 
    
L. Motion to Adjourn 
 
 

REVISED AGENDA POSTED: February 6, 2026 
AGENDA POSTED: February 3, 2026 

  
*The agenda was revised less than 7 (seven) days in advance of the meeting to add R26-026, which was not known 
at the original time of posting, but is time-sensitive, as it relates to the Council agenda. The agenda is posted (7) 
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seven days in advance of the scheduled meeting in compliance with 29 Del. C. Section 10004(e)(2).  The meeting 
may go into Executive Session to address issues that arise at the time of the meeting.  
  
 **Under Title 29, Section 10006A of Delaware Code, New Castle County Council is holding this meeting as a 

telephone and video conference, utilizing  Webinar. In addition, this meeting is open to the public in 
Council Chambers (800 N. French Street, Wilmington, DE 19801). The link to join the meeting via computer, smart 
device, or smart phone is : https://zoom.us/j/377322142 You may also call into the meeting (audio) using the following 
call in numbers: 1-312-626-6799 or +1-646-558-8656 or +1-346-248-7799 or +1-669-900-9128 or +1-253-215-8782 
or +1-301-715-8592. Then enter the Webinar ID: 377 322 142. If you do not have a good connection with one, please 
try the others. Additional information regarding phone functionality during the meeting is available at: 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360029527911-Live-Training-Webinars 
Meeting materials, including a meeting agenda, legislation to be addressed during the meeting, and other materials 
related to the meeting are electronically accessible at https://www.nccde.org/2351/Agendas-and-Minutes  Members 
of the public joining the meeting may be provided an opportunity to make comments in real time.  A comment period 
will be administered by a moderator to ensure everyone may have an opportunity to comment.  

If permitted to comment, you will not be able to speak until called upon by the moderator.   For those appearing 
virtually, there are functions in the program that allow you to do this.  Please see the link in the previous paragraph. 
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Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Hollins, Mr. Street 
Requested by: Community Services  
Date of introduction: February 10, 2026 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 26-016 

 
AMEND THE GRANTS BUDGET:   

APPROPRIATE $14,424.55 IN PROGRAM INCOME AND $396.35 IN INTEREST 
INCOME TO THE ABSALOM JONES SENIOR CENTER RECREATION GRANT TO BE 
ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES, DIVISION OF 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
 

1 WHEREAS, the Absalom Jones Senior Center Recreation grant was originally set up 
2 to record revenue and expenses for the programs run by New Castle County employees at 
3 the State-owned Absalom Jones Recreation Center; and 
4  
5 WHEREAS, authorization is being sought for the appropriation of an additional 
6 $14,424.55 in program income and $396.35 in interest income to the Absalom Jones Senior 
7 Center Recreation grant; and  
8  
9 WHEREAS, the Absalom Jones Senior Center provides a variety of services for the 

10 elderly in the surrounding community including transportation to the center, adult programs, 
11 activities, and social services; and 
12  
13 WHEREAS, the County Executive has determined that the revenue to be appropriated 
14 shall be sufficient to cover the increase in the Grants Budget as hereinafter amended; and 
15  
16 WHEREAS, Council has determined that the provisions of this Ordinance substantially 
17 advance, and are reasonably and rationally related to, legitimate government interests (i.e., 
18 promoting the health, safety, morals, convenience, order, prosperity and/or welfare of the 
19 present and future inhabitants of this State). 
20  
21 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNTY OF NEW CASTLE HEREBY ORDAINS: 
22  
23 Section 1. The Grants Budget as adopted by Ordinance No. 75-173 is hereby 
24 amended by deleting the material bracketed and stricken and by adding the material 
25 underscored on the attached Exhibit “A.” 
26  
27 Section 2. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by 
28 County Council and approval by the County Executive, or as otherwise provided by 9 Del. C. 
29 § 1156.  

 
Adopted by County Council of 
New Castle County on: 

 
 
 

______________________________ 
Monique Williams-Johns 
President of County Council 
of New Castle County 
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Approved on: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Marcus Henry 
County Executive 
New Castle County 
 
SYNOPSIS: This Ordinance, if approved, will appropriate $14,424.55 in program income and 
$396.35 in interest income to the Absalom Jones Senior Center Recreation Grant, which will 
be administered by the Department of Community Services Division of Community 
Resources. 
 
The Absalom Jones Senior Center provides a variety of services for the elderly in the 
surrounding community including transportation to the center, adult programs, activities, and 
social services. The revenue appropriation on this request, if approved, will be used for Tour 
transportation costs. 
 
FISCAL NOTE: This Ordinance, if approved, will amend the Grants Budget by appropriating 
$14,424.55 in program income and $396.35 in interest income funds to the Absalom Jones 
Senior Center Recreation Grant to be administered by the Department of Community 
Services, Division of Community Resources.  The revenue appropriation on this request, if 
approved, will be used for the cost of tour transportation. 
 
The fiscal impact of this Ordinance, if approved, will be an increase in the authorized 
spending authority of the Grants Budget of $14,820.90 for FY2026.  This increase will affect 
FY2026 and beyond since this is a continuous program.  The Program Income and Interest 
Income balances after this appropriation will be $0.00. 
 
Acknowledged by the Chief Financial Officer on January 29, 2026. 
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DEPARTMENT: Community Services EXHIBIT: "A"

GRANT TITLE: Absalom Jones Senior Center Recreation Ordinance No. 26-016

PROGRAM TITLE: Absalom Jones Senior Center Recreation

Current Change Revised
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  

301,494.41$   14,424.55$   315,918.96$   

5,905.67$   396.35$   6,302.02$   

307,400.08$   14,820.90$   322,220.98$   

Current Change Revised
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  

632.05$   -$  632.05$   
468.33$   -$  468.33$   

33,217.64$   -$  33,217.64$   
269,982.06$   14,820.90$   284,802.96$   

3,100.00$   -$  3,100.00$   
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  
-$  -$  -$  

Total 307,400.08$   14,820.90$   322,220.98$   

Estimated Program Initiation: 10/1/1989

Estimated Program Completion: ongoing

The Local Match: Found in (ORG):

Ordinance Passed: Date Revised:
22-065 25-037 5/24/2022 4/8/2025
23-014 1/24/2023
23-099 7/25/2023
24-011 2/13/2024
24-162 11/19/2024

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION:

4/8/2025 2/10/2026

Communication/Utilities

Revenue
Federal
State
County
Program Income

Other

Total

Expense
Salaries and Wages
Benefits
Training/Civic Affairs

Operating Transfer Charges
Operating Transfer Credits

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

The Absalom Jones Senior Center Recreation grant assists in providing a variety of services to the elderly 
population in the neighboring community including transportation to the center, adult programs, activities and 
social services.  Major source of revenue is program income with additional revenue from donations and interest 
income.

Materials/Supplies
Contractual Services
Equipment
Grants/Fixed Charges
Land and Structures
Contingency
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Prime Sponsor(s):     Mr. Smiley 
Requested by:           Department of Land Use 
Date of introduction:   February 10, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-023 

 

PLAN OF VILLAGE AT CANTERBURY – TAYLORTOWNE SECTION C;  
NEW CASTLE HUNDRED; NORTHWESTERLY CORNER OF SMALLEYS DAM ROAD 

AND NEWTOWN ROAD INTERSECTION; PROPOSED TWO (2)  
FOUR-STORY APARTMENT BUILDINGS CONTAINING FIFTY SIX (56) DWELLING 

UNITS, FIVE (5) DETACHED GARAGES CONTAINING SEVEN (7) SPACES PER 
BUILDING FOR THIRTY FIVE (35) TOTAL GARAGE SPACES, TWO (2) 2,500 SQUARE 

FOOT ONE-STORY STORAGE UNITS, AND A 750 SQUARE FOOT BUILDING 
ADDITION TO EXISTING COMMUNITY CENTER; NCPUD ZONING;  

APPLICATION NO. 2023-0062-S; COUNCIL DISTRICT 7 
 

 

1 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by and for the County Council of New 
2 Castle County that County Council hereby approves the following major land development 
3 plan, Plan of Village at Canterbury—Taylortowne Section C (Application Number 2023-
4 0062-S) as heretofore approved by the Land Use Department, and the President of County 
5 Council is hereby authorized to endorse County Council’s approval upon the following 
6 plan. 

 
Village of Canterbury—Taylortowne Section C 
New Castle Hundred 

 
      Adopted by County Council of 
      New Castle County on:  
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Monique Williams-Johns 

President of County Council  
      of New Castle County 
 
 

SYNOPSIS: Same as title. 

FISCAL IMPACT:  This will have no immediately discernible fiscal impact on the County 
but, if the parcel is developed in accordance with this record plan, there may be one or 
more fiscal effects on New Castle County government including, but not limited to, an 
increase in the assessed value of the property with the resultant increase in taxes 
collectible thereon and an increased demand for County services. 
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New Castle County Government Center  |  87 Reads Way  |  New Castle, DE 19720  |  Phone: 302-395-5400  |  www.newcastlede.gov/LU 

Marcus A. Henry 
County Executive 

David M. Culver 
General Manager 

New Castle County Department of Land Use 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Council President 

Members of County Council 

Counsel to Council 

Clerk of County Council 

FROM: David M. Culver 

RE: Application Number 2023-0062-S 

Village at Canterbury – Taylortowne Section C 

Record Major Land Development Plan 

DATE:  January 13, 2026 

Enclosed for Council’s review and consideration of approval are paper prints of the above-referenced plan.  The 

Department has determined that this proposal complies with all applicable requirements of the New Castle 

County Code. 

A suggested title and synopsis are attached. 

cc: Marcus Henry, County Executive 

Mona Parikh, Chief Administrative Officer 

R26-023
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Plan of Village at Canterbury – Taylortowne Section C; New Castle Hundred; Northwesterly corner of 

Smalleys Dam Road and Newtown Road intersection. Proposed two (2) four-story apartment buildings 

containing fifty six (56) dwelling units, five (5) detached garages containing seven (7) spaces per building for 

thirty five (35) total garage spaces, two (2) 2,500 s.f. one-story storage units, and a 750 s.f. building addition to 

existing community center. NCPUD Zoning. CD 7  

Synopsis:  Same as title 

Fiscal Note:  This will have no immediately discernible fiscal impact on the County but, if the parcel is 

developed in accordance with this record plan, there may be one or more fiscal effects on New Castle County 

government including, but not limited to, an increase in the assessed value of the property with the resultant 

increase in taxes collectible thereon and an increased demand for County services. 
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RECORD MAJOR LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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TAYLORTOWNE - SECTION C
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New Castle County, DE

Application: 2023-0062

SCALE: 1"=300'
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FILE:
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Prime Sponsor(s): Ms. Durham, Mr. Tackett 
Co-sponsor(s): Mr. Carter, Mr. Toole 
 Mr. Caneco 

 Date of introduction: February 10, 2026 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-024 
 
URGING THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO REJECT DELMARVA POWER’S 

CURRENT RATE INCREASE REQUEST AND TO REQUIRE RESUBMISSION  
UNDER THE CURRENT STANDARD 

1 WHEREAS, the residents of Delaware have experienced significant and sustained 
2 increases in energy costs, placing an undue burden on families already struggling to afford 
3 essential goods and services; and 
4 WHEREAS, notwithstanding this, Delmarva Power (“Delmarva”) has filed for a 
5 $67.8 million increase in base-rate revenue, the third such request in 5 years. Delaware's 
6 Public Advocate is challenging this, citing high proposed profits (10.5% return on equity); 
7 and  
8 WHEREAS, the General Assembly recently took decisive action last year by 
9 passing legislation to replace the "business judgment" rule with the "prudence standard," 

10 thereby providing the Public Service Commission (PSC) greater latitude to reject or modify 
11 unfair rate increases; and 
12 WHEREAS, the intent of the legislation was to require utilities to provide 
13 documentation and justification for rate proposals to ensure costs passed to our residents 
14 are both necessary and reasonable; and 
15 WHEREAS, Delmarva submitted a request for a rate increase on December 9, 
16 2025, strategically timing the filing to fall under the expiring "business judgment" rule rather 
17 than the "prudence standard" which took effect on January 1, 2026; and 
18 WHEREAS, Governor Meyer, in his 2026 State of the State address, specifically 
19 urged the PSC to utilize every available tool to prevent further rate increases from being 
20 passed onto Delawareans; and 
21 WHEREAS, Delmarva proposes a profit that unacceptably prioritizes out-of-state 
22 investor returns over the financial stability of Delaware’s working families and fixed-income 
23 households; and 
24 WHEREAS, in particular, Delmarva’s request could result in base rate increases as 
25 high as 23.7% (approximately $15.63 per month) for certain customers when accounting 
26 for existing surcharges on customer utility bills. 
27 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by and for the County Council of New 
28 Castle County that County Council hereby joins the Delaware General Assembly in:  
29 1. Formally requesting that the Public Service Commission reject Delmarva’s 
30 December 9, 2025 filing in its entirety. 
31 2. Demanding that any future rate increase requests from Delmarva be submitted 
32 under the current standard known as the “prudence standard.” 
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33 3. Urging the Public Service Commission to scrutinize Delmarva's requested profit and 
34 to seek a significantly lower rate that does not reward investors at the expense of 
35 the citizens of our County and this State. 
36 4. Urging the Public Service Commission to utilize its authority to protect the citizens 
37 of our County and Delawareans generally from unfounded rate hikes. 

 
Adopted by County Council of  
New Castle County on: 

 
 

______________________ 
Monique Williams-Johns 
President of County Council 
of New Castle County 

 
SYNOPSIS: This Resolution urges the Public Service Commission to reject Delmarva 
Power’s proposed rate increase and to require resubmission under the current standard 
in order to protect the citizens of New Castle County and the State of Delaware generally 
from excessive rate increases. 
 
FISCAL NOTE: There is no discernible fiscal impact with the adoption of this legislation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CC The Honorable Members of the Delaware General Assembly 
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Chairman Winslow and members of the Public Service Commission, 

 

In the last few years, we have seen significant increases in residents' energy bills. Families are 

already struggling to keep pace with the rising costs of essential goods and services, and the 

increased cost of gas and electricity is only adding to these families’ strained finances. That is 

why last year the General Assembly passed legislation to change the standard by which rate 

increases would be considered, switching from the business judgement to the prudence standard. 

This legislation would allow the Commission more latitude to reject, or further modify, unfair 

and unfounded rate increases and require utilities to provide greater documentation in support of 

their rate proposals before being allowed to bring increased costs onto our constituents.     

 

That is why we are disappointed to see Delmarva Power’s December 9th request for a rate 

increase. The timing of this submission means it still falls under the old business judgement rule 

instead of the prudence standard which went into effect at the beginning of 2026. This date was 

chosen to give the Commission time to develop new regulations and processes for the new 

prudence standard you would be adopting. It is our belief that the request should be resubmitted 

in the new year so that it will fall under the prudence standard this body overwhelmingly 

supported, sending a loud and clear message that we wanted future rate increases decided by 

prudence rather than business judgement. In Governor Meyer’s state of the state address last 

week, he urged the Public Service Commission to utilize every tool available to prevent more 

rate increases from being passed onto our constituents. We second this request and ask the PSC 

to reject this request to allow for a second more reasonable proposal to come forward under the 

prudence standard. 

 

Additionally, we hope that when the request is resubmitted that the return on equity requested by 

Delmarva Power is significantly lower than its current request of 10.5%. We cannot reward 

Delmarva investors with such high returns on the backs of our constituents. 

 

As noted in the Public Advocate’s January 12th press release, Delmarva Power has sought three 

electric base rate adjustments in the past five years and this most recent request would see 

increases of 4.13% or $6.42 per month on the average customer's bill. But these could be higher 

for space heating customers and is higher when considering the rate increase builds in existing 

DSIC rates which were not part of the last rate case. With those caveats, some customers’ base 
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rates could increase 23.7% or $15.63 month. These are percentage increases many working 

families and fixed-income households will struggle to build into their budgets. 

 

In our previous letter to the Public Service Commission last spring, we stated our intention to 

change the state towards the prudence standard and for the Commission to utilize it to protect our 

constituents from injurious rate increases. We are now asking you to do everything in your 

power to enforce that legislation, including making the case that Delmarva Power should 

resubmit their rate case under the new prudence standard that the General Assembly put into 

place and reject the current rate case that attempts to pass on significant costs to Delawareans to 

benefit out of state shareholders.  

 

We, the members of the General Assembly, will not stand idly by while utilities create excessive 

returns for their investors at the expense of our constituents. The people of Delaware are looking 

to all of us to step up and provide the relief they desperately need, and they deserve our full 

attention and effort at every level of government to provide that relief. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Melissa Minor-Brown 

House Speaker 

State Representative 

17th District  

 

 

 

 

 

Sen. David P. Sokola 

Senate President Pro Tempore 

State Senator 

8th District 

 

 

 

Rep. Kerri Evelyn Harris          

House Majority Leader 

State Representative 

32nd District  

 
 

 

Sen. Bryan Townsend 

Senate Majority Leader 

State Senator  

11th District 

 

 

 

Rep. Ed Osienski 

House Majority Whip 

State Representative 

24th District 

 

 
 
 
Sen. Elizabeth "Tizzy" Lockman 

Senate Majority Whip 

State Senator 

3rd District 

 

 
  

 

 

Rep. Nnamdi O. Chukwuocha 

State Representative 

1st District  

 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Stephanie T. Bolden 

State Representative 

2nd District 

 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Josue Ortega 

State Representative 

3rd District 
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Rep. Kendra Johnson 

State Representative 

5th District 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Debra Heffernan 

State Representative 

6th District  

 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Larry Lambert 

State Representative 

7th District  

 

 

 

Rep. Sherae’a Moore 

State Representative 

8th District 

 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Melanie Ross Levin 

State Representative 

10th District  

 

 

 

Rep. Krista Griffith 

State Representative 

12th District  

 

 

Rep. DeShanna Neal 

State Representative 

13th District 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Claire Snyder-Hall 

State Representative 

14th District 

 

 

Rep. Kamela Smith 

State Representative 

15th District  

 

 

Rep. Sophie Phillips 

State Representative 

18th District 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Kimberly Williams 

State Representative 

19th District  

 

 

Rep. Alonna Berry 

State Representative 

20th District 

 

 

Rep. Frank Burns 

State Representative 

21st District 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Mara Gorman 

State Representative 

23rd District  

 

 

Rep. Cyndie Romer 

State Representative 

25th District  

 

 

Rep. Madinah Wilson-Anton 

State Representative 

26th District  

 

 

 

 

Rep. Eric Morrison 

State Representative 

27th District  

 

 

Sen. Daniel Cruce 

State Senator  

1st District  
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Sen. Darius J. Brown 

State Senator 

2nd District 

 

 

 

 

Sen. Laura V. Sturgeon 

State Senator 

4th District 

 

 

 

 

 

Sen. Raymond Seigfried 

State Senator 

5th District  

 

 

 

 

 

Sen. Russ Huxtable 

State Senator 

6th District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sen. Spiros Mantzavinos 

State Senator 

7th District  

 

 

 

 

 

Sen. John “Jack” Walsh 

State Senator 

9th District 

 

 

 

Sen. Stephanie L. Hansen 

State Senator 

10th District 

 

 

 

 

Sen. Nicole Poore 

State Senator 

12th District 

 

 

Sen. Marie Pinkney 

State Senator 

13th District 

 

Sen. Kyra Hoffner 

State Senator 

14th District 

 

 

Sen. Trey Paradee 

State Senator 

17th District 
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Prime Sponsor(s):   Mr. Smiley 
Date of introduction: February 10, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-026 

 
TO AMEND NEW CASTLE COUNTY COUNCIL PROCEDURAL RULE NO. 4 

REGARDING PROCEDURE FOR COMMENCEMENT OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
 

1 WHEREAS, the First Amendment to both the Delaware Constitution and the 
2 United States Constitution ensures essential rights to all Americans, including the right to 
3 freely exercise one’s faith or religion (or to believe in none at all); and 
4  
5 WHEREAS, moreover, County Council respects the individual religious rights of 
6 each Council Member as well as those of the Citizens of New Castle County; and 
7  
8 WHEREAS, County Council desires to maintain a respectful, accepting, and 
9 inclusive atmosphere at Council meetings without preference of any specific faith or 

10 religious tradition over another; and 
11  
12 WHEREAS, a moment of silence ensures inclusivity and equality by allowing all 
13 meeting attendees to personally reflect to themselves in a manner chosen by and, thus, 
14 fitting to each individual; and 
15  
16 WHEREAS, Delaware State law provides that New Castle County Council shall 
17 determine its own rules and order of business (9 Del. C. Section 1150); and 
18  
19 WHEREAS, consistent with the above, County Council’s Rules of Procedure 
20 empower Council to determine the order and process of business at its meetings. 
21  
22 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by and for the County Council of New 
23 Castle County that County Council hereby amends County Council Procedural Rule No. 
24 4 by adding the followed underscored language. 
25  
26 RULE NO. 4 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS… 
27  
28 4.3.1. Item A. Introductory Matters (i.e., Call to Order; Moment of Silence; 
29 Pledge of Allegiance; Roll Call by Clerk of Council). 
30  
31 4.3.1.1. Council shall observe a moment of silence at the start of the Council 
32 Meeting, at which time each meeting attendee is free to join Council by silently 
33 recognizing to themselves a moment of quiet reflection, meditation, or 
34 memorialization. 

Adopted by County Council of 
New Castle County on: 
 
________________________ 
Monique Williams-Johns 
President of County Council 
of New Castle County 
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SYNOPSIS: County Council Rule of Procedure No. 4.3.1 provides for a moment of silence 
at the beginning of the Council Meeting. This Resolution makes clear that each meeting 
attendee is free to join Council in the moment of silence by way of silently recognizing to 
themselves a moment of quiet reflection, meditation, or memorialization as appropriate to 
each attendee. 
 
FISCAL NOTE: There is no discernible fiscal impact with the adoption of this legislation. 
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Prime Sponsor(s):  Mr. Caneco, Mr. Hollins 
Co-sponsor(s): Mr. Smiley 
Date of introduction:  February 10, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-025  

 
A RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF  

MARCELLIA “TEEL” J. PETTY 
 

1 WHEREAS, Marcellia “Teel” J. Petty, a lifelong resident of the City of New Castle, 
2 Delaware, passed away peacefully on January 18, 2026, leaving behind a legacy of service, 
3 leadership and love for her community; and 
4  
5 WHEREAS, Teel was born in the Buttonwood neighborhood of New Castle, Delaware, 
6 the daughter of Rev. Elliot and Indiaola Taylor, and attended the historic Buttonwood Colored 
7 School. She was also one of the first to integrate to William Penn High School, where Teel 
8 became the first and only African American majorette through her graduation; and 
9  

10 WHEREAS, Teel honorably served her community, working as a baker for the Colonial 
11 School District and Administrative Assistant for the Electric Hose and Rubber Company, 
12 dedicating herself to compassion, service and betterment; and 
13  
14 WHEREAS, Teel’s involvement and devotion to her community continued to grow, 
15 proudly serving on the New Castle City Council for 12 years, from 2005-2017. During that time, 
16 she worked as the Liaison for Buildings, City Police, and Parks and Recreations, where Teel 
17 organized the city Summer Recreation program, encouraging youth to be active, healthy and 
18 present in their local community; and 
19  
20 WHEREAS, Teel harmoniously blended the past with the present, making new 
21 additions to the city but also was committed to safeguarding its cultural legacy. Serving as the 
22 Director of the Buttonwood Civic Association, Teel assisted in the preservation and full 
23 restoration of the Buttonwood Colored School into a museum, securing the necessary support 
24 and funds so that it may stand as a testament and powerful reminder of the city’s rich African 
25 American history; and  
26  
27 WHEREAS, working together, Teel and her husband, Chief Eugene Petty of the New 
28 Castle City Police Department built affordable housing in Buttonwood, encouraging growth of 
29 the historic community; and  
30  
31 WHEREAS, Teel’s legacy will endure through the countless lives she touched, the 
32 community improvements she championed, and the lasting friendships she built throughout 
33 her life of compassion and service. 
34  
35 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by and for the County Council of New Castle 
36 County that County Council hereby honors and celebrates the life of Marcellia ‘Teel’ J. Petty 
37 for her distinguished service to her community, her deep love for the City of New Castle and 
38 dedication to the preservation of her beautiful city’s rich history; and 
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39 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that County Council extends its heartfelt condolences to 
40 her beloved children, her family, friends, and neighbors and recognizes that Teel’s memory 
41 will continue to inspire all who were fortunate to know her. 

 
       Adopted by County Council of  
       New Castle County on:  
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Monique Williams-Johns 

President of County Council 
       of New Castle County 
 
 
 
SYNOPSIS: Same as title.  
 
FISCAL NOTE: There is no discernible fiscal impact with the adoption of this resolution. 
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Prime Sponsor(s):  Ms. Williams-Johns, 
Mr. Toole, Mr. Caneco 

Co-sponsor(s): Mr. Cartier 
Date of introduction: February 10, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-027 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DETECTIVE CHRISTOPHER SKROBOT 

1 WHEREAS, Detective Christopher Skrobot began his distinguished career with 
2 the New Castle County Police Department on January 19, 2016, as a member of the 
3 42nd Recruit Class; and 

4 WHEREAS, following his graduation from the Police Academy, Detective Skrobot 
5 was assigned to B-Squad in the Patrol Division, where he earned a reputation as a 
6 dedicated officer who led by example, consistently demonstrating professionalism, 
7 integrity, and an unwavering commitment to the community; and 

8 WHEREAS, in October 2020, after successfully completing the rigorous Police 
9 Motorcycle Operators Course, Detective Skrobot became a certified member of the New 

10 Castle County Police Motorcycle Unit, proudly serving during escorts, parades, and 
11 special events; and 

12 WHEREAS, in December 2020, Detective Skrobot was transferred to the 
13 Evidence Detection Unit, where he made an immediate and lasting impact as a 
14 thorough, meticulous, and highly respected investigator, a role he faithfully served for 
15 the remainder of his career; and 

16 WHEREAS, Detective Skrobot was also a dedicated volunteer with the Claymont 
17 Fire Company, reflecting a lifelong commitment to public service that extended beyond 
18 his law enforcement duties; and 

19 WHEREAS, in April 2024, Detective Skrobot was diagnosed with 
20 Myelodysplastic Syndrome (MDS), a form of blood cancer, and despite this profound 
21 challenge, he continued to serve his community and support his family with remarkable 
22 courage, strength, and dedication; and 

23 WHEREAS, Detective Christopher Skrobot’s life and career exemplified service, 
24 integrity, professionalism, and compassion, leaving an enduring impact on his 
25 colleagues, his community, and all who had the honor of knowing him. 
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26 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by and for the County Council of New 
27 Castle County that County Council of hereby honors and remembers Detective 
28 Christopher Skrobot for his faithful service and lasting contributions to public safety and 
29 the community; and 

30 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that County Council extends its deepest 
31 condolences to the family, friends, and colleagues of Detective Christopher Skrobot 
32 during this time of sorrow, and expresses its profound gratitude for his life, service, and 
33 sacrifice; and 

34 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be presented to the 
35 family of Detective Christopher Skrobot as a lasting expression of the respect, gratitude, 
36 and sympathy of the County Council and the citizens of New Castle County. 

 

      Adopted by County Council of 
      New Castle County on: 
 
 
      ___________________________ 
      Monique Williams-Johns 

President of County Council  
      of New Castle County 

 

 

SYNOPSIS: Same as title. 

FISCAL NOTE: There is no discernible fiscal impact with the adoption of this legislation. 
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Prime Sponsor(s):  Ms. Williams-Johns 
Date of introduction:  February 10, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-028 

 
HONORING SANDRA SMITHERS IN RECOGNITION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

 
1 WHEREAS, Black History Month provides an opportunity to recognize and 
2 celebrate the lives, leadership, and lasting contributions of African Americans whose 
3 dedication to education, community service, and social justice has strengthened 
4 communities and expanded opportunities for future generations; and 
5  
6 WHEREAS, Sandra Smithers is a lifelong resident of the Route 9 corridor and a 
7 devoted steward of its people, history, and institutions, whose life and work reflect a 
8 deep and abiding commitment to community empowerment and educational excellence; 
9 and 

10  
11 WHEREAS, Sandra Smithers earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology 
12 from Delaware State University and a Master of Education in Educational Administration 
13 from Antioch College, establishing a strong academic foundation that would guide more 
14 than five decades of professional service; and 

15 WHEREAS, throughout a distinguished career spanning over fifty years, Sandra 
16 Smithers has served with distinction in public education, corporate leadership, nonprofit 
17 administration, and small-business ownership, demonstrating versatility, resilience, and 
18 an unwavering commitment to equity and opportunity; and 

19 WHEREAS, during her tenure as District Science Specialist for the 
20 Appoquinimink School District, Sandra Smithers provided leadership and support for 
21 science curriculum development from preschool through high school, including the 
22 creation of Delaware’s first Outdoor Alternative Energy Classroom, advancing 
23 innovative and experiential learning opportunities for students; and 

24 WHEREAS, her commitment to education extended beyond traditional 
25 classrooms as she taught science to incarcerated women at the Delores J. Baylor 
26 Women’s Correctional Center, affirming the power of education as a tool for 
27 transformation, dignity, and second chances; and 

28 WHEREAS, following her retirement from public education, Sandra Smithers 
29 continued her service by mentoring aspiring educators through the University of 
30 Delaware’s Alternate Routes to Certification (ARTC) program, helping to shape the next 
31 generation of teachers and educational leaders; and 

32 WHEREAS, in 2015, Sandra Smithers incorporated the New Castle Prevention 
33 Coalition and served as its Executive Director from inception through its growth and 
34 expansion into the Route 9 Community Development Corporation, demonstrating 
35 visionary leadership and a steadfast commitment to community-driven solutions; and 

36 WHEREAS, Sandra Smithers currently serves as Chairman of the Board of the 
37 Route 9 Community Development Corporation and as a co-founder and board member 
38 of LEEP, a nonprofit organization dedicated to building pathways between organized 
39 labor in the building trades and underserved communities through its Pathway to 
40 Apprenticeship (P2A) program; and 
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41 WHEREAS, her civic and organizational leadership further includes service as 
42 President of the Dunleith Civic Association, lifetime membership in the NAACP, 
43 membership in Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated, and active involvement with 
44 the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists (CBTU); and 

45 WHEREAS, Sandra Smithers continues to invest directly in community well-
46 being by operating the Dunleith community pool during the summer months, ensuring 
47 safe recreational opportunities for neighborhood youth and families; and 

48 WHEREAS, for more than seventy years, Sandra Smithers has called the historic 
49 community of Dunleith home, where she and her husband raised their three children 
50 and where she now works diligently to document, preserve, and uplift the rich history 
51 and legacy of the community for future generations; and 

52 WHEREAS, Sandra Smithers’ life exemplifies the values celebrated during Black 
53 History Month—service, leadership, perseverance, and an enduring commitment to 
54 collective progress. 

55 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by and for County Council of New 
56 Castle County that County Council, during Black History Month, honors Sandra 
57 Smithers recognizes her for a lifetime of service, leadership, and advocacy on behalf of 
58 education, workforce development, civic engagement, and community preservation; and 

59 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this recognition affirms Sandra Smithers’ 
60 lasting impact on the Route 9 corridor, the Dunleith community, and the State of 
61 Delaware, and expresses deep appreciation for her unwavering dedication to uplifting 
62 others; and 

63 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be entered into the official 
64 record as a tribute to Sandra Smithers’ extraordinary contributions and as an inspiration 
65 to future generations to serve with purpose, integrity, and compassion. 

       Adopted by County Council of 
       New Castle County on: 
 
       ________________________ 
       Monique Williams-Johns 
       President of County Council  
       of New Castle County 

 

SYNOPSIS: Same as title. 

FISCAL IMPACT: There is no discernible fiscal impact with the adoption of this legislation. 
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Prime Sponsor(s):  Ms. Williams-Johns 
Date of introduction:  February 10, 2026 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 26-029 

 
HONORING THE HISTORY, LEGACY, AND  

CONTINUING MISSION OF THE MONDAY CLUB 
 

1 WHEREAS, the Monday Club was founded in the year 1876 by seven visionary 
2 Black men—Mr. Alonzo G. B. Anderson, Mr. Walter S. Glasgow, Mr. Burnside E. 
3 Anderson, Mr. William H. Till, Mr. John Mason, Mr. John H. Benson, and Mr. Hiram 
4 Colder—whose foresight, determination, and sense of brotherhood led to the creation of 
5 an enduring institution grounded in fellowship, mutual respect, and collective uplift; and 
6  
7 WHEREAS, the Monday Club stands as the oldest Black men’s social club in the 
8 State of Delaware and is believed by its members to be the oldest, longest continuously 
9 operating organization of its kind in the United States, representing a living testament to 

10 resilience, perseverance, and unity in the face of historical adversity; and 
11  
12 WHEREAS, during the late nineteenth century, Black men of the Wilmington 
13 community—many of whom were employed as butlers, cooks, coachmen, janitors, and 
14 chauffeurs—designated Mondays, their customary day off, as a time to gather in 
15 fellowship, often meeting at a hotel on Front Street in Wilmington to socialize, exchange 
16 ideas, and strengthen bonds of brotherhood; and 
17  
18 WHEREAS, the Monday Club emerged as more than a social organization, 
19 serving as a vital support network and an informal employment agency for its members 
20 by connecting skilled workers with prominent families throughout Wilmington and the 
21 surrounding areas; and 
22  
23 WHEREAS, seasoned and experienced members of the Monday Club dedicated 
24 themselves to mentoring others by instructing fellow members in the standards of 
25 professional service, including the proper methods for serving large and small dinners, 
26 preparing attractive and refined food presentations for social functions, and conducting 
27 themselves with dignity, excellence, and professionalism; and 
28  
29 WHEREAS, such instruction and mentorship empowered members to improve 
30 their economic standing, secure stable employment, and provide for their families, 
31 thereby strengthening the broader Black community and contributing meaningfully to the 
32 social and economic fabric of the region; and 
33  
34 WHEREAS, the Monday Club was formally incorporated and granted a charter 
35 under the laws of the State of Delaware on November 4, 1893, affirming its legitimacy, 
36 stability, and long-term commitment to service, fellowship, and organizational 
37 excellence; and 
38  
39 WHEREAS, for nearly a century and a half, the Monday Club has served as a 
40 safe and welcoming space where members could gather, socialize, exchange wisdom, 
41 and offer encouragement and support to one another across generations; and 
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42 WHEREAS, the enduring mission of the Monday Club is to maintain a quality 
43 facility where members can gather, socialize, offer support to one another, and satisfy 
44 their responsibilities as leaders and role models in the community, reflecting the values 
45 first established by its founders; and 
46  
47 WHEREAS, the Monday Club has consistently upheld the principles of 
48 leadership, mentorship, accountability, and service, recognizing the vital role that Black 
49 men play as pillars of strength, guidance, and example within their families and 
50 communities; and 
51  
52 WHEREAS, the preservation of the Monday Club’s history and traditions serves 
53 not only its membership but also the broader public, providing inspiration and insight 
54 into the enduring contributions of Black institutions to American civic and social life. 
55  
56 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by and for the County Council of New 
57 Castle County that County Council hereby formally honors the Monday Club and 
58 commemorates its founders, whose courage, vision, and commitment laid the 
59 foundation for an institution that has endured across generations; and 
60  
61 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Monday Club reaffirms its dedication to 
62 maintaining a welcoming and high-quality facility that supports fellowship, mutual aid, 
63 and meaningful engagement among its members; and 
64  
65 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Club continues to cultivate leadership, 
66 integrity, and responsibility among its members, encouraging each to serve as a 
67 positive role model and advocate within the community; and 
68  
69 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Monday Club commits to preserving its 
70 historical legacy while embracing opportunities for growth, education, and service that 
71 ensure its relevance and vitality for generations to come; and 
72  
73 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be entered into the permanent 
74 records of the Monday Club as a formal declaration of its history, mission, and 
75 unwavering dedication to brotherhood, service, and community uplift. 

 
Adopted by County Council of 

       New Castle County on: 
 
 
       ________________________ 
       Monique Williams-Johns 
       President of County Council  
       of New Castle County 

 

SYNOPSIS: Same as title. 

FISCAL IMPACT: There is no discernible fiscal impact with the adoption of this legislation. 
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