
 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 

  Co-Chair: 
Co-Chair: 

Brandon Toole, First District  
Kevin Caneco, Twelfth District 

 

October 14, 2025 
4:00 PM 

 
VIRTUAL ZOOM WEBINAR MEETING** & 

LOUIS L. REDDING CITY/COUNTY BUILDING 
1ST FLOOR COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

800 N. FRENCH STREET, WILMINGTON, DE 19801 
 

MINUTES 
 

 

 
A. Meeting Call to Order 
 The Public Safety Committee meeting was called to order at 04:00 PM by Mr. Caneco. 

Members present: Kevin Caneco, David Carter, John Cartier (virtual), Dee Durham, Valerie George, Penrose 
Hollins, Janet Kilpatrick, Timothy Sheldon, George Smiley, Jea Street (virtual), David Tackett, Brandon 
Toole, Monique Williams-Johns 
Members absent: none. 

B. Approval of Minutes 
 -A motion was made by Mr. Carter, seconded by Ms. Durham, to approve the minutes from September 9, 

2025 Public Safety Committee meeting.  The minutes were approved by voice vote at 4:01 PM. 
C. Review/Discussion of Resolution(s) 
 none 
D. Review/Discussion of Ordinance(s) 
 

 

            °25-115: AMEND THE GRANTS BUDGET: APPROPRIATE $36,983.00 FROM THE 
STATE OF DELAWARE, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE – SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ASSISTANCE FUND (SLEAF) TO THE SLEAF PROTECTIVE RIDING GEAR GRANT, TO BE 
ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, DIVISION OF POLICE 
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Toole, Mr. Caneco     
            °25-116: AMEND THE GRANTS BUDGET: AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO 
SIGN AN AGREEMENT AND APPROPRIATE $98,444.46 FROM THE STATE OF DELAWARE, 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO BELVEDERE FIRE COMPANY COMMAND VEHICLE 
GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Toole, Mr. Caneco     
            °25-125: AMEND THE GRANTS BUDGET: APPROPRIATE $30,000 FROM THE UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO THE ASSET FORFEITURE-FEDERAL GRANT, WHICH 
IS ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, DIVISION OF POLICE  
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Toole, Mr. Caneco 
(To be voted on at the 10/28/25 Council Meeting)    
Public Comment made online by "Dawn." 
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            °25-126: AMEND THE GRANTS BUDGET: APPROPRIATE $60,000 IN ACTUAL 
PROGRAM INCOME TO THE COMMUNITY POLICING GRANT, WHICH IS ADMINISTERED BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, DIVISION OF POLICE 
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Toole, Mr. Caneco 
 (To be voted on at the 10/28/25 Council Meeting)     
E. Presentations 
 

 

            Presentation of PAB Annual Report by Kim Eppehimer.  
Discussion among Council Members, Mr. Street and Mr. Hollins, and NCCPD Colonel Leonard.  
            Discussion by NCCPD of recent Public Safety concerns and practical next steps residents 
can take to help safeguard their homes and properties.  
Discussion among Council Members, Mr. Smiley, Mr. Tackett, Mr. Street, and Ms. Williams-Johns and NCCPD 
Community Services Unit representative, Master Corporal Pierce.  
            PAL Update  
Discussion among Council Members, Mr. Street, Ms. Williams-Johns, Mr. Tackett, Ms. Kilpatrick, and Mr. Toole, and 
NCCPD Senior Police Lieutenant Dolan and Colonel Leonard.  
F. Other 
 Mr. Caneco and Mr. Toole presented a New Castle County Council Tribute to NCCPD K9 Unit handler, 

Master Corporal Tanyer for K9 Nox. Honoring K9 Nox's outstanding dedication and commitment to the New 
Castle County Police Department and exemplary service to the citizens of New Castle County. 
 
Mr. Street discussed the recent shootings of two Newark High School teenagers on Sixth and Pine Streets, 
near Maurice Pritchett Sr. Academy in Wilmington. 

G. Public Comment 
 Public Comment was made online by Rob Bullock.  
H. Adjournment 
 - A motion was made by Mr. Smiley, seconded by Mr. Carter, to adjourn the Public Safety Committee 

Meeting.  The motion was approved, and the meeting was adjourned at 04:12 PM. 
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Burglary / Auto theft 

New Castle County

S/Sgt. Robert J. Maguire

Criminal Investigations Unit

Property Squad Supervisor
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Burglary Definition:

According to Delaware Criminal Code, 

Burglary is when a person knowingly enters or 

remains unlawfully in a building with the intent to 

commit a crime therein. 
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Burglary Facts 
(as per FBI / Bureau of Justice / Pew Research Center)

• A burglary occurs approximately every 26 

seconds in the United States. 

• Homes without a security system are 300% more 

likely to be broken into and burglarized.

• 46.9% of people don’t have a home security 

system installed in their home.

• 83% of would-be burglars check for the 

presence of a surveillance system (alarm or 

video) before attempting a break-in.

• 34% of burglars use the front door when 

breaking into a home.

• Nationally, Police solve only 12% of reported 

burglary cases.
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• Delaware sits in the middle of the national average for 

burglaries (203.1) per 100,000 people

– Higher end states include Washington (563), New 

Mexico (604), Louisiana (497), Nevada (436), California 

(371), Colorado (395)

– Lower End states include Florida (173), Connecticut 

(130), Maine (115), Rhode Island (128), New Jersey (148)

• Average clearance rate for NCCPD burglaries, 

including vehicle burglaries, is between 40-50%.  

National average is 12% for residential burglaries. 

2024 NCCPD had a 44% clearance rate

• Counties in Delaware

– New Castle County saw a 31% decrease between 2018 

– 2022

– Kent County saw a 4% decrease (same timeframe)

– Sussex saw a 44% decrease

Delaware vs. U.S. Burglary Facts 

(as per the FBI and NCCPD CIU)
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SATG Burglaries:

(South American Theft Groups)

Typically Target Wealthy individuals of East and South 

Asian Descent

Frequently travel from other states to commit these 

crimes

Burglaries will occur when the residence is 

unoccupied and usually result in significant financial 

loss

Organized Groups of Professional thieves, using 

sophisticated techniques and tactics to include:

Preoperational surveillance, electronic 

countermeasures, GPS trackers
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Auto theft

2024: 759 Cases, 20.28% clearance rate

2025 (thru 9/30):  507 cases, 17.4% clearance rate

Trends:

Kias and Hyundais (2011-2022)

High end (Mostly Mopar)

Unsecured Vehicles
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What Else Can Be 

Done?

Alarm Systems

Working Surveillance Cameras

LPR Cameras

Careful what you put on Social Media

Lock, Lock, Lock
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