
 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY COUNCIL 
ADMINISTRATIVE-FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
  Co-Chair 

Co-Chair 
George Smiley, Seventh District  
John Cartier, Eighth District 

 

October 14, 2025 
5:00 PM 

 
VIRTUAL ZOOM WEBINAR MEETING** & 

LOUIS L. REDDING CITY/COUNTY BUILDING 
1ST FLOOR COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

800 N. FRENCH STREET, WILMINGTON, DE 19801 
 

MINUTES 
 

 

 
A. Call To Order/Roll Call 
 The Administrative-Finance Committee meeting was called to order at 05:16 PM. 

Members present: Kevin Caneco, David Carter, John Cartier (virtual), Dee Durham, Valerie George, Penrose 
Hollins, Janet Kilpatrick, Timothy Sheldon, George Smiley, Jea Street (virtual), David Tackett, Brandon 
Toole, Monique Williams-Johns 
Members absent: None  

B. Approval of Minutes 
 - Mr. Cartier made a motion, and Ms.Durham seconded, to approve the minutes of the September 23, 2025 

AD-Finance meeting. Vote to approve was unanimous. 
C. Review/Discussion of Resolution(s) 
 

 

            R25-180: APPROVING REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATION ASSISTANT COUNTY 
ATTORNEY II PURSUANT TO NEW CASTLE COUNTY CODE SECTION 26.03.105(F) 
Prime Sponsor(s): Ms. Williams-Johns    
- Mr. Smiley read the title of the resolution.  
- Ms. Williams-Johns explained the ordinance. 
- No public comment. 
 
- Mr. Smiley recognized that Mr. Street was present. 
D. Review/Discussion of Ordinance(s) 
 

 

            °25-117:  AMEND THE GRANTS BUDGET:APPROPRIATE FEDERAL FUNDS OF 
$165,147.50 PROVIDED BY THE HEALTH FEDERATION OF PHILADELPHIA THROUGH THEIR 
AMERICORPS GRANT FUNDING TO THE NATIONAL HEALTH CORPS DELAWARE 
COMMUNITY HEALTH FELLOWSHIP 2023-2024 GRANT, WHICH IS ADMINISTERED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, OFFICE OF FINANCE 
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Smiley, Mr. Cartier    
- Mr. Smiley read the title of the ordinance and explained the ordinance.  
- No public comment.  
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            °25-118:  AMEND THE GRANTS BUDGET:APPROPRIATE FEDERAL FUNDS OF 
$145,650 PROVIDED BY THE HEALTH FEDERATION OF PHILADELPHIA THROUGH THEIR 
AMERICORPS GRANT FUNDING TO THE NATIONAL HEALTH CORPS DELAWARE 
COMMUNITY HEALTH FELLOWSHIP 2024-2025 GRANT, WHICH IS ADMINISTERED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, OFFICE OF FINANCE 
Prime Sponsor(s): Mr. Smiley, Mr. Cartier    
- Mr. Smiley read the title of the ordinance and explained the ordinance. 
- No public comment.  
            °25-119: AMEND THE PAY PLAN AND RATES OF PAY FOR NON-UNION CLASSIFIED 
SERVICE EMPLOYEES AND ADOPT THE REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATION OF PAYROLL 
SUPERVISOR FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, DIVISION OF FINANCE 
Prime Sponsor(s): Ms. Williams-Johns    
- Mr. Smiley read the title of the ordinance.  
- Ms. Williams-Johns explained the ordinance. 
- No public comment. 
E. New Castle County Grant Requests/Community Events  
 

 

             
- 10/14/25 Grant Matrix  

Grant Applicant Sponsor Amount Approved Council Member 
First/Second 

Vote 

Friends of the 
Kirkwood Library 

Mr. Toole $2,000 Mr.Toole/Mr. Carter  12 - Yes 
1 - Not voting   

Route 9 Community 
Development 
Corporation 

Mr. Street $900 Mr.Street/Mr. Carter 12 - Yes 
1 - Not voting  

Catalyst For 
Change, Inc./Girls 

With Pearls 

Mr. Hollins $800 Mr. Hollins/Mr. 
Carter 

12 - Yes 
1 - Not voting  

F. Expense and Revenue Round Table 
 

 

            Checkbook Update  
- Mr. Smiley introduced NCC Chief Financial Officer David DelGrande and commented.  
- NCC Chief Financial Officer David DelGrande presented the County Checkbook Update. 
- Members of council asked NCC Chief Financial Officer David DelGrande questions about the update.  
- No public comment. 
G. Other 
 - None 
H. Public Comment 
 - No public comment.  
I. Adjournment 
 - Ms. Kilpatrick made a motion, and Mr. Carter seconded, to adjourn the October 14, 2025, AD-Finance 

meeting. Vote to adjourn was unanimous.  
 
- Mr. Smiley adjourned the meeting at 5:37 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michele Gildea, Legislative Assistant to Mr. Cartier. The meeting 
was also recorded and is available online. 
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New Castle 
County FY2025 
Unaudited

General Fund 
Checkbook Presentation
October 14, 2025

Checkbook as in traditional format 1
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New Castle 
County FY2025 
Unaudited

Sewer Fund
Checkbook Presentation
October 14, 2025

Checkbook as in traditional format 2
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New Castle 
County FY2025 
Unaudited

General Fund 
Revenue/Expenditure Variance
In millions

3

REVENUE 
VARIANCE

DESCRIPTION

$4.9 Interest ($2.4m ARPA; $1.7m higher rates)
$0.4 Sale of Assets
$2.1 Services Charges (Deeds, Hope Center)
$0.4 Misc including Prescription Rebates
$0.1 Licenses/Permits

-$0.04 Rentals
-$0.2 Intergovernmental (Paramedic offset by OT Reimb)
-$0.8 Property Tax Quarterly Adds
-$0.9 Hotel Tax
$6.0 Positive Revenue Variance - FY2025

EXPENDITURE 
VARIANCE

DESCRIPTION

$8.6
Salaries/Benefits (FOP/459 On Call; 1607/3109 Contracts; 
Health Care/Pension)

$0.9 TSR for Outside Legal Counsel (Ord 24-167)
-$0.1 Debt Service Schedule
$9.4 Negative Expenditure Variance - FY2025

-$3.4 Estimated FY2025 Net Reduction against Reserves
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New Castle 
County FY2025 
Unaudited
Sewer Fund
Revenue/Expenditure Variance
In millions

4

REVENUE 
VARIANCE

DESCRIPTION

$3.0 Delinquent collections (mortgage companies)
$1.7 Unallocated revenue
$0.5 Wastehaulers; groundwater fees
$0.7 Interest Earnings
-$0.2 Capital Recovery Fees
-$1.7 Sewer Service Charges (Residential/Industrial)
$4.0 Positive Revenue Variance - FY2025

EXPENDITURE 
VARIANCE

DESCRIPTION

-$0.2 Salary Savings

$0.5 Benefits - Health Care
$0.4 Electricity - TSR
$0.5 Debt Service - TSR
$1.2 Negative Expenditure Variance - FY2025

$2.8 Estimated FY2025 Net Increase to Reserves
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New Castle 
County FY2026 
General Fund 
Revenue/Expenditure Forecast
As of August 2025 (Month 2 of 12)
In millions

Revenue: Decreased $2.6M due to removal of pharmacy 
rebate, as it is now a credit on the invoice (expenditure 
reduction).

Expenditures: Increased $3.1 million (included in budget):

•   O25-053 for Fire Service one-time grant ($3M - TSR)

•   O25-096: Camera refresh project ($105K – tech fund)

% Budget Estimated Positive
vs. Budget Actual Y-T-D  (Negative)

Estimated 8/31/2025 8/31/2025 8/31/2025 Variance Comments
Real Estate Taxes 100% $141.1 $19.7 $141.1 $0.0
Realty Transfer Tax (RTT) 100% $39.9 $10.0 $39.9 $0.0
Less RTT Reserve ($2.0) $0.0 ($2.0) $0.0
Net RTT $37.9 $10.0 $37.9 $0.0
Hotel Tax 100% $2.4 $0.5 $2.4 $0.0
Service Charges and Fees 100% $22.3 $4.9 $22.3 $0.0
Intergovernmental 100% $9.8 $0.3 $9.8 $0.0 Paramedic Program (State)
Licenses and Permits 100% $8.4 $1.5 $8.4 $0.0

Misc/Rentals/Sale of Assets  79% $12.6 $1.7 $10.0 ($2.6)
Effective 1/1/25, Pharmacy 
Rebates received as credit 
on invoice.

Total Revenues 99% $234.6 $38.6 $232.0 ($2.6)

% Budget Estimated Positive
vs. Budget Actual Y-T-D  (Negative)

Estimated 8/31/2025 8/31/2025 8/31/2025 Variance Comments
Salaries and Wages 100% $128.9 $17.5 $128.9 $0.0 Activity
Employee Benefits 100% $70.5 $7.3 $70.5 $0.0 Activity
Training and Civic Affairs 100% $0.7 $0.1 $0.7 $0.0 Activity
Communication and Utilities 100% $4.6 $0.7 $4.6 $0.0 Activity
Materials and Supplies 100% $6.7 $0.6 $6.7 $0.0 Activity
Contractual Services 100% $20.5 $3.9 $20.5 $0.0 Activity
Equipment 100% $2.3 $0.1 $2.3 $0.0 Activity
Grants and Fixed Charges 100% $20.6 $8.2 $20.6 $0.0 Activity
Contingency 100% $4.3 $0.0 $4.3 $0.0 Activity
Operating Transfers 100% ($7.8) ($0.5) ($7.8) $0.0 Activity
Debt Service 100% $21.1 $7.0 $21.1 $0.0 Per Debt Schedule
Subtotal 100% $272.4 $45.0 $272.4 $0.0
General and Admin Credits 100% ($6.2) ($1.0) ($6.2) $0.0
Total Expenditures 100% $266.2 $44.0 $266.2 $0.0

REVENUES

EXPENDITURES
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New Castle 
County FY2026 
Sewer Fund 
Revenue/Expenditure Forecast
As of August 2025 (Month 2 of 12)
In millions

Revenue: No change.

Expenditures: No change.

% Budget Estimated Positive
vs. Budget Actual Y-T-D  (Negative)

Estimated 8/31/2025 8/31/2025 8/31/2025 Variance Comments
Sewer Services-Current 100% $77.5 $8.0 $77.5 $0.0
Sewer Services-Delinquent 100% $3.5 $1.9 $3.5 $0.0
Capital Recovery Fees 100% $9.2 $1.1 $9.2 $0.0
Other Fees 100% $3.9 $0.8 $4.0 $0.0
Investment Income 100% $1.1 $0.3 $1.1 $0.0
Total Revenues 100% $95.2 $12.1 $95.2 $0.0

% Budget Estimated Positive
vs. Budget Actual Y-T-D  (Negative)

Estimated 8/31/2025 8/31/2025 8/31/2025 Variance Comments
Salaries and Wages 100% $16.3 $2.3 $16.3 $0.0 Activity
Employee Benefits 100% $9.2 $1.3 $9.2 $0.0 Activity
Training and Civic Affairs 100% $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 Activity
Communication and Utilities 100% $26.2 $4.1 $26.2 $0.0 Activity
Materials and Supplies 100% $1.5 $0.1 $1.5 $0.0 Activity
Contractual Services 100% $7.1 $0.4 $7.1 $0.0 Activity
Equipment 100% $0.4 $0.0 $0.4 $0.0 Activity
Grants and Fixed Charges 100% $0.2 $0.1 $0.2 $0.0 Activity
Land and Structures 100% $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 Activity
Contingency 100% $0.3 $0.0 $0.3 $0.0 Activity
Operating Transfers 100% $3.1 $0.3 $3.1 $0.0 Activity
Debt Service 100% $26.8 $7.3 $26.8 $0.0 Per Debt Schedule
Subtotal 100% $91.2 $15.9 $91.2 $0.0
General and Admin Credits 100% $4.2 $0.7 $4.2 $0.0
Total Expenditures 100% $95.4 $16.6 $95.4 $0.0

REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

6
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New Castle 
County FY2026 
Estimated Reserves
As of August 2025 (Month 2 of 12)

• General fund reserves reflects a reduction of 
$43.7M in 2026 (balanced FY2026 budget)

• General fund reserves reflects transfer of $5M to 
Reassessment Reserve (O25-095).

• General fund TSR projected to be depleted FY2027.

• Sewer fund reserves reflects a reduction of $3.4M 
between 2025 and 2026.

• Sewer fund SRSR projected to be depleted FY2028.

General Fund (In Millions) 2025 Unaudited 2026 Estimated 2027 Projected 2028 Projected

Tax Stabilization Reserve - July 1 72.2$                69.8$                35.0$               (13.0)$             
Revenues over (under) Expenditures (3.4)$                 (5.6)$                (47.9)$             (49.2)$             
Prior Year Revert Purchase Order Cancellations 0.8$                  0.8$                  0.8$                 0.8$                 
Unrealized Investments 3.5$                  -$                 -$                -$                
Transfer in ARPA Interest 8.1$                  -$                 -$                -$                
Use of Reserves (9.8)$                 (24.2)$              -$                -$                
Transfer to Reassessment Reserve Account -$                  (5.0)$                -$                -$                
Rainy Day Reserve Allocation (1.6)$                 (0.8)$                (0.9)$               (1.7)$               
Tax Stabilization Reserve - June 30 69.8$                35.0$                (13.0)$             (63.2)$             

Realty Transfer Tax Reserve 38.1$                28.1$                30.2$               32.3$               
Rainy Day Reserve - General Fund 43.3$                44.4$                40.2$               41.1$               
Reassessment Reserve (Subfund of the GF) 2.0$                  2.0$                  7.0$                 7.0$                 

Total All GF Reserves: 153.2$              109.5$              64.4$               17.3$               

Sewer Fund (In Millions) 2025 Unaudited 2026 Estimated 2027 Projected 2028 Projected

Sewer Rate Stabilization Reserve - July 1 6.5$                  10.4$                10.7$               4.7$                 
Revenues over (under) Expenditures 2.8$                  0.0$                  (6.4)$               (13.8)$             
Prior Year Revert Purchase Order Cancellations 0.5$                  0.5$                  0.5$                 0.5$                 
Unrealized Investments 0.8$                  -$                 -$                -$                
Rainy Day Reserve Allocation (0.3)$                 (0.1)$                (0.2)$               (0.4)$               
Sewer Rate Stabilization Reserve - June 30 10.4$                10.7$                4.7$                 (9.0)$               

Capital Recovery Fee - Prior Years 4.7$                  0.7$                  0.7$                 0.7$                 
Rainy Day Reserve - Sewer Fund 18.7$                19.0$                19.2$               19.4$               

Total All SF Reserves: 33.8$                30.4$                24.5$               11.1$               
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